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REVIEWS 

Der englische Gedanke in Deutschland: Zur Abwehr des Itn- 
perialismus. By Ernst Mueller-Holm. Munich, Ernst Rein- 
hardt, 1915. — 148 pp. 

In Germany, even in the earlier months of the World War, when 
nearly all Germans were convinced of the righteousness of the German 
cause and were demanding, not " conquests " indeed, but adequate 
territorial " guaranties and securities " against future attacks from their 
quarrelsome neighbors, and when most doubters were silent, there were 
nevertheless expressions of dissent and of protest. Miiller-Holm does 
not expressly deny that the Germans were attacked, but he suggests 
doubt of this assumption. He does not affirm that the war is one of 
conquest, but he indicates apprehension that it may become such a 
war. " Did this war," he asks, "really arise without any fault on our 
part? Is Germany such a lamb as our press asserts? . . . The hatred 
which almost all neutrals exhibit towards us must give us pause (page 
131)." For this hatred he holds the Pan-Germanists chiefly responsible . 

Our universal unpopularity is fully to be explained neither by certain 
unamiable Prussian-German traits . . . nor by the French and English 
underground propaganda. . . . What has caused us to be completely de- 
tested by civilized nations is the insufferable attitude of the Pan-Germanists. 
"Pan-Germanists" is their name in politics; in science they are called 
" Race Theorists." Do you wish to know what Race Theory is ? It is a 
so-called science, of which the purpose is to prove that the Germans stand 
first among all nations of the world, that all the achievements of civilization 
since the beginning of history have proceeded from them, and that the rule 
of the world fitly and rightly belongs to them. . . . What an impression of 
Germany's politicians, of the aims of German patriots, must a foreigner 
derive from these products of national megalomania? One writer expects 
a " Pan-Germanic Empire," embracing " the present Empire; the other 
Germanic territories in Europe, Scandinavia and the Netherlands, as equal 
partners in the Empire; further, the territories of the Latins in the west 
and Southwest and of Austria's western and southern Slavs, as dependent 
colonial territories, besides all America south of the Amazon." Another 
calmly launches the assertion that the cultural value of a nation depends 
on its percentage of " the blond race" ; and on this basis he undertakes to 
prove, in each individual case, that all the great men of the non-German 
nations were of German blood. A third declares that the command to 
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love your neighbour, given us by the " Aryan " Jesus, of course extends 
only to Aryans. . . . 

The views of these dangerous fanatics quite dominate public opinion ; 
they contrive to smuggle their cuckoo-eggs into most journals and news- 
papers. The harm done by such books as Houston Stewart Chamberlain's 
Foundations of the Nineteenth Century, and by the essays in the Political 
Anthropological Review is inconceivable. Generations must pass before 
the bad impression made upon foreign nations disappears [pages 131-134]. 

One of these Pan-Germanists, and by no means one of the most ex- 
treme in his aspirations, Paul Rohrbach, had written a book on The 
German Idea in the World. Muller-Holm asks : 

What is " the German idea " ? Rohrbach nowhere puts it into plain 
words. . . . What it means to him is, however, quite clear. It is a com- 
pletely materialistic notion. Rohrbach wishes the German to rule, to 
stretch himself, to enrich himself, to permit nothing to be done in the world 
without his cooperation. " The German idea" — an expression constantly 
in his mouth — is only a euphemism for imperialism [page 8]. 

Imperialism, however, is not a German but an English idea. Mul- 
ler-Holm takes as the motto for his essay the words of Franz Liszt : 

The idea of world rule, imperialism in the proper sense of the word, did 
not spring up on German soil ; it was imported from abroad. Seriously to 
support it is to commit treason against the innermost essence of the German 
spirit. 

For this English idea, which has infected Germany, the author 
feels only detestation. 

I admit that I am so utter a simpleton as to be unable to see the nobility 
concealed under hideous facts. ... I see [in imperialism] only a pride of 
power, akin to megalomania ; with the best will in the world, I can see in 
it no moral idea. When it is appreciated . . . that the true interests of 
nations are not antagonistic, then at last it will be understood that even in 
politics there is such a thing as immorality, and that it is immoral to base 
our own prosperity on the misery of alien peoples . . . [page 82]. 

The English idea has been rendered more acceptable to Germans by 
the claim that in extending their power they will diffuse a higher cul- 
ture. To the author, however, "a culture that deserves the name 
does not consist in clever technical inventions, nor even in nourishing 
arts and sciences, but in the fostering of justice " [pages 99-100]. 

Muller-Holm does not seem to be either a socialist or an extreme 
pacifist : he does not use the catchwords of either of these groups. He 
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frankly a Little Germanist. He is satisfied with the Fatherland as 
Bismarck left it. He ventures to contradict an all-highest statement, 
in expressing his opinion that " Germany's future does not lie on the 
water." 

All geographical considerations, the nature of the country, the character 
of its coasts, its position in the middle of Europe indicate that it is destined 
to be a continental state. That, of course, does not mean that navigation 
is to be abandoned . . . but it cannot be our chief object. That is forbidden 
by military considerations, by our extended frontiers on land. At sea, we 
must confine ourselves substantially to defense. 

It is time to return to Bismarck's policies. After 1871 he lost no oppor- 
tunity to declare that Germany was " saturated." I am no unconditional 
panegyrist of Bismarck, not even of his foreign policy. I regret above all 
that after 1871 he did not attempt, perhaps did not even desire, to establish 
tolerable relations with France. But his policy had one great merit, it was 
never adventurous [page 140]. 

As an unconditional anti-imperialist, the author does not go into the 
question whether German imperialism would be better or worse for the 
world than English imperialism. All imperialism is bad; and he is 
mainly concerned, not with the effect of imperialism on the world, but 
with its peril to the dominating state. The making of an empire en- 
tails unspeakable horrors, and its maintenance will involve their indefi- 
nite renewal. 

When this war broke out, we were prepared for dreadful things — unpre- 
cedented squandering of human life, fearful misery, famine, disease. 
What we were not prepared for is this shocking reversion toward moral 
savagery [page 5]. 

I am not sufficiently optimistic to believe that this war will be followed 
by a long peace. The hatred necessarily engendered by this war and by 
the still hardly conceivable way in which it is being waged — this hatred 
alone promises a series of wars. This assumption is unfortunately sup- 
ported by the still unbroken power of imperialism [page 7]. 

The author seems to be a man in whom there is no guile. At the 
same time, given the immediate problem he had to solve — to oppose 
German imperialist tendencies in the stress and heat of a German 
imperialist war — the canniest of politicians could have found no clev- 
erer line of action than to denounce his adversaries as disciples of 
Germany's most hated enemies. 

This pamphlet gives additional and welcome evidence that even in 
the war-mad Germany of today there is an under-current of right feel- 
ing and of sane thinking. 

Munroe Smith. 



